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Despite the significance of electoral mobilization in Japanese elections, how and
why mobilization shapes voters’ behavior has not been fully investigated. In this study, we attempted to
unpack such a black box by utilizing election surveys in 2009. Exploring the effects of mobilization not
only on voting decision but also on perceptions of party conflicts, voter turnout, and survey response
behavior, we examined the role of electoral mobilizations in contemporary Japanese politics. This study
found that even though electoral mobilization made voters feel social pressures to vote for the candidate
or party, they in fact autonomously decided their votes in voting booths. This result implies that the
influence of electoral mobilization in Japanese elections are overrated.
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