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German Railway Imperialism in North China in the Late Nineteenth and Early
Twentieth Centuries from a Globalization Perspective
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This study analyzes the German railway enterprises in Shandong, North China, in
the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. From the late nineteenth century, the regional economy
of Shandong ﬁrovince was closely connected with the world economy through the export of a?ricultural
products such as straw braid and groundnuts. The Shandong railway of the German capital played a
significant role in promoting the ?Iobal export of those products. At the time, intense competition
developed between the Shandong railway and the newly constructed Jinpu railway, and between their export
ﬂorts Qingdao and Tianjin, for the distribution of Shandong’ s agricultural products. This study shows

ow the Shandong economy changed owing to the competitive situation to an economy easily influenced by
the conjuncture of the world economy.
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