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This study criticizes historical, political, and philosophical assumptions given
for educating democracy by reexamining and reinterpreting the history of social thought and American
school reforms in the period from the end of 19th century to the present. The core argument in this study
is that the making of the “ public” through democracy still remains controversial historically but
constitutes the central issue which school reform theorists such as John Dewey have developed in favor of
social reconstruction through education, while at the same time creating new understandings of modern
education for citizenship, morality, and critical thinking. Through a lens of education of the
“ public” , social images of American school reforms will be projected, observed, and reviewed
fundamentally.
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