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Sociological study of the youth career and their "senses of place”
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This study focuses on how Japanese young people choose the locations of
education, work, and life, and explores how the choices of people®s career and the possibility of
geographic mobility are intertwined in the social and cultural dynamics, which could not reduce to the
disparity of educational and occupational opportunities between cities and rural areas, among
prefectures. 1 conducted the interview data from %oung people from a prefecture in the Kyushu area. I
asked them to talk about why they had stayed in their hometown, or why they had left the hometown. From
their narratives, | explored what senses of place on their hometown and other locations they had, and how
differently the senses of place are formed by their parents® experiences, their academic attainment, and
the experiences of geographic mobility.
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