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Japanese higher education has struggled with the traditional problem of awarding
credits to students in spite of their inadequate amount of study time; it has also been increasingly
required to demonstrate student learning outcomes. In the U.S., which invented the credit hour system,
credit hours have been used as means of deciding federal funding allocations, but some institutions have
indulged in malpractices. In response to the need for greater accountability, the federal government has
recently redefined credit hours and encouraged institutions to seek federal approval for their
competency-based education programs that decouple learning from the credit hour. This Japan-U.S.
comparative study intends to examine what dilemmas and challenges exist in implementing and evaluating
the credit hour system by analyzing recent government requirements, efforts by higher education
institutions, the expected role of accreditation entities, and their responses and interactions.
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