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Soraging variation of Asiatic black bears: evidence for individual differences in
iet
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We recognized the individual foraging variation on the bears and the factors
varied seasonally and yearly. In summer, when food availability is low for the bears, the older bears and
males consume more food items of high & 13C values. In autumn, which is the hyperphagia period for the
bears, most bears depended on more plant materials such as hard mast in the good mast years. On the
contrary, in the years of poor mast %ears, getting enough hard mast took significant cost and most bears
might consume more animal matter such as insects as an alternative food.

We conclude that there are individual foraging variation of bears during summer and autumn. Additionally,
the difference of individual diet for the bears in summer might be influenced by the difference of body

mass relevant to increasing age or sexual dimorphism. In contrast, the autumn diet of the bears might be
similar within population but be varied according to temporal and spatial variation of food availability.
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