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Over a 9-year period, a retrospective case comparison study of the pathology
database was conducted. We performed immunohistochemistry for the pl6 protein, in situ hybridization for
human papillomavirus-deoxyribonucleic acid and polymerase chain reaction for the human
papillomavirus-deoxyribonucleic acid oncogene E6 in oropharyngeal carcinoma in Japanese patients. In
oropharyngeal carcinoma, the prevalences of pl6(+)human papillomavirus(+), p16(+ghuman papillomavirus(-),
pl6(-)human papillomavirus(+) and pl6(-)human papillomavirus(-) were 32% (48/150), 7% (10/150), 2%
(3/150) and 59% (89/150), respectively.In multivariate Cox regression models, pl6 was the independent
prognostic factor, regardless of human papillomavirus status. The conclusion is pl6 expression was a
reliable prognostic and biomarker regardless of human papillomavirus status.
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