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Changes in the Subsistence Enviroment and Adaptive Strategies of Reindeer Herding
Peoples in Daxing®"anling Forest Area, China, 1940-2010

UDA, SHUHEI
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This study focuses on the Evenki reindeer herders in Daxinganlin Forest, and
describes their adaptive strategies under a changing environment. They previously engaged in hunting,
fishing, and reindeer husbandry. In 2003, the regional government required the Evenki to relocate to a
suburb in Genhe City to improve their living standards. Following the 2003, they stopped hunting and
fishing, and started producing soft reindeer antlers for the Chinese Eharmaceutical market without
changing their breeding technique. They were able to do this, using the old breeding technique, because
the regional government provided various types of support. The regional government established an
antler-processing factory, a shop, and a museum, and also provided technical assistance on reindeer
breeding. Without this support, the Evenki would not have been able to produce soft antlers. This study
clarifies that the cooperation of the regional government were important for the subsistence of the
Evenki.
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