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The discovery of a new predictor of aortic aneurysm rupture
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Molecular mechanism in the development of AAA has not been elucidated well.
Clinical studies indicate a significant association between cigarette smoking and aortic aneurysm
development, and that the duration of time smoked parallels elevated AAA risk. In this study, we examined
whether increased Angptl2 expression links cigarette smoking with AAA progression.
Our studies demonstrate that nicotine accelerates AAA ?rogression by altering expression levels of
Angptl2 and MMP-9 activity in the aneurysmal vessel wall. Thus, Angptl2 is a potential target for use in
novel prevention and treatment strategies against AAA.
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Angiopoietin-like protein2 Angptl?2
contributes to the development of aortic
aneurysm through increasing the chronic
inflammation in aortic walls.
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