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The purpose of this study was to examine the evolution of oral literature
that was published in moral education textbooks, and its relation with autobiographies of
significant figures of that time. Data collection from markings by Japan’ s Ministry of Education on

moral education textbooks revealed that there may have been many modifications of Japanese myths.
In addition, the biographies of Ninomiya Kinjiro from various textbooks in the Meiji period
demonstrated how the father-child relationship had gradually shifted to the mother-child
relationship, which can also be linked to the author’ s findings from earlier related studies on the
relationship between the ethos of Aesop’ s Fables and that of Ninomiya Kinjiro’ s biographies.

These findings can thus be further applied to examine the relationship between fables and
biographies in future.
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