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Research on the establishment of a competitive environment for women®s swimming at
the dawn of women®"s sports in Japan

KIMURA, KAORI
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The Japan Women®s Amateur Swimming Federation (JWASF) and its officers played a
key role in the initial stages of establishing a competitive environment for women®s swimming. This
organization was further characterized by being operated solely by women, chiefly former athletes.
Meanwhile, it was from 1932 that the Japan Amateur Swimming Federation (JASF) began promoting and
strengthening women"s swimming. From 1932 on, the orientation of JASF promotional activities was changed
to the dissemination of swimming nationwide, to men and women of all ages. To this end, the Women®"s
Committee in JASF was established, among others. All members of this Committee, too, were women, and
members of JWASF were appointed. The results of the present study were that women former athletes were
the driving force propelling women*s swimming forward in the dawn of women®s sports in Japan, and it was
the self-initiated activities of women that served to move the JASF to proceed with organization
formation.
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