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We investigated the leishmanicidal constituents from tropical plants and
attempted to build a new screening system to elucidate the biochemical mechanism of the leishmanicidal
activity. Several extracts from the plants belonging to Caricaceae, Verbenaceae, and Zingiberaceae, were
found to inhibit the activity in the first screening. Twenty-eight compounds were isolated, and their
activity as well as cytotoxicity against RAW 264.7 was examined. Additionally, the active compounds were
subjected to an ATP-bioluminescence assay for measuring intracellular ATP level of promastigotes.
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