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This study analyzes the census records of the 30 community villages referred to
as reduccion in Spanish, which were organized by the missionaries of the Society of Jesus in the Rio de
la Plata region of South America, during the colonial period extending from 1609 to 1768. The region
embracing these villages comprises present-day southeast Paraguay, northeast Argentina, south Brazil and
Uruguay. The principal historical document anaIKzed by this research consists of the numerous name lists
of the inhabitants, who were Guarani Indians. This document was composed on the occasion of the general
inspection carried out by the Spanish government officials, and the duration involved extended from 1656
to 1801. The total number of census records works out to approximately 250, and they deal with all 30
villages. Through an analysis of these many documents, the great socio-cultural impact of the Jesuit
missionary policy on the Guarani Indians during a period of almost 160 years was unraveled.
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