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Molecular analysis of pheromone perceptions in a mating disruption-resistant moth
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Mating disruption (MD) is a strategy for reducing the population densities of
pests by employing the wide scale application of synthetic copies of sex pheromones to interfere with
mate location. A common pheromone constituent of leafrollers, (Z)-11-tetradecenyl acetate, was used to
disturb their mate-finding behavior in tea orchards. The resulting “ unnatural” pheromone signals from
natural virgin females confused the males’ ability to locate their mates. However, infestations of the
smaller tea leafroller, Adoxophyes honmai, began to increase again after this time and the efficacy of
the control also declined markedly. To elucidate why the disruptant was inefficacious, we investigated
pheromone perception of the resistant moths and uncovered that some receptor genes were down-regulated;
the resistant males may locate a pheromone source because of evading "over input" of pheromone from MD.
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(Total amount: 0.1mg, N=43-58, GLMMs, a=0.05)
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