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The Transformation of Nations in the Former Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth in
the Middle Nineteenth Century: the Vertical Extension and the Horizontal
Reduction
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This research examined the tangled transformation and mutual influence of

the nobles’ nation of the early modern multiethnic composite Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth and the

modern nations of common people emerging in its territory as results of nationalism. It focused
mainly on the vertical extension of the nobles’ nation into lower estates and its horizontal
reduction along linguistic and ethnic borders of common people in the middle nineteenth century.
Analyzing the political proclamation and the mobilized range of the November and January Uprisings,
and the regionalistic activities of Lithuania and Belarus during the time between these two
uprisings, it indicated that though it’ s not an irreversible or homogeneous process, the nobles

nation once began to include non-Polish-speaking common people, and that it gave a certain impetus
to the horizontal reduction and the birth of the modern nations.
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