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The Development of the ldea of Equality of Opportunity in Evolutionary Social
Theory in the Late-Nineteenth-Century Britain
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In the context of British evolutionary social theory in the 1890s, 1 have
analysed how Benjamin Kidd presents the idea of equality of opportunity in his social evolutionism,
developed in Social Evolution, and have compared and contrasted this with Alfred Russel Wallace®s
evolutionary socialism, the core of which is the ideal of equality of opportunity. Their common feature
is that they connected the idea of equality of opportunity with the Darwinian mechanism of biological
evolution. Also, I have made an inquiry on articles about the social problem published in about the
1890s, and have explored the context of the idea of equality of opportunity developed in evolutionary
social theory. These analyses have lead to the hypothesis that evolutionary theory played a key role in
the rise of the idea in that period.
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