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"Annonce™ and “amorce” : narrative techniques in 19th century French literature
with special emphasis on Zola®s fiction

Nakamura, Midori
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My research focuses on the function of two narrative techniques: the "annonce",
which provides suspense at the first reading by presenting and foreshadowing future events in a story,
and the "amorce”, in which the meaning of these narrative events and devices are only revealed in
retrospect or at the re-reading. | examine the two techniques in French naturalist fiction of the late
nineteenth century, placing especial emphasis on the fictional works of Emile Zola. Studying Zola®s
manuscripts and paying close attention to his literary and theatrical adaptations, 1 show how Zola
developed both these techniques within and across multiple generic, material, and receptive contexts. |
establish how the functions of "annonce™ and "amorce" in Zola"s fiction emerge from his acute awareness
of the material specificity of the act of reading and interpretation.
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