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This historical research focused on Japanese immigrant fishermen in pre-World War
Il North America, and particularly looked at the history of community formation on Terminal Island in Los
Angeles, California. It further explored the issue of the anti-Japanese movement as it related to the
exclusion of Japanese fishermen from the public waters of California. Through both quantitative and
qualitative methods, | examined the ways in which immigrants maintained ties with their home villages,
cooperated or conflicted with rival ethnic fishermen, and forged a new identity as Terminal Islanders
that survived the war and the internment. | also delved into legal and personal documents to explain
different motives behind the anti-Japanese movement, and how the Japanese as a community responded to
such hostility. The overall findings of the research illustrate the formation of a unique, transpacific
Japanese American community, and help to bridge a gap between immigration and emigration studies.
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