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The Origin and Development of the U.S.-Japan Defense Cooperation
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The defense cooperation between the United States and Japan, which had been kept
intact since the formation of their alliance in 1951, was launched in the latter half of the 1970s and
promoted steadily throughout the 1980s. Up to the present date, its depth and scope has been growing for
more than three decades. This research sheds light on the question of why and how the U.S.-Japan defense
cooperation began and developed from the 1970s to 1980s, based on American and Japanese archival
materials. Put another way, this research empirically reveals the origins and early developments of the
bilateral defense cooperation which has constituted the core of the Pacific alliance. This research not
only unveils an unexamined historical aspect of the U.S.-Japan alliance, but also adds more nuanced

insights to theoretical studies of alliances and contributes to the historical studies of the Cold War
(especially its ending).



1951

NATO
50 70
2000
1950
1970
80
80
1970

78

60
21

70

70

2010

51

70

1970

70

80

S&TF
JMTC

80

80
83



1970 80

D.C.

25

24

1980

1970

D.C.

1970

NSC

1970

1970
70
70
1970
1970
1970
26
2 D.C
NSC
D.C.

“James Schlesinger Papers”



1973-75

“Gaston Sigur

Files” 80 NSC
1960
7% 8
60 70
70
2
25
2013 11
26

2013 11 15

@
YOSHIDA, Shingo

10705883

29



