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The project examines one of the commemorative monuments for colonial settlers in
Taiwan-the statue of an Okinawan fisherman standing in the center of Heping Island Marine Park in Jilong
City. Heping Island, which used to be called Sharyo Island, received Okinawan as well as fishermen almost
immediately after cession of Taiwan to Japan. Based on my own interview and archival research, 1 conclude
that the R%ukyu Fisherman Statue in Heﬁing Marine Park best embodies the officially recognized and
idealized historical identities of both contemporary Okinawa and Keelung City. In Northeast Asia today,
national borders have once again become the sites of nationalistic conflict. In light of the current
situation, some might consider the erection of the Ryukyu Fisherman Statue in Heping Island to be a
welcome move at the grassroots level. However, this case has also revealed some problems of touristy
monument that is telling the history related to the colonial domination.
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