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to assist international communication

Minematsu, Nobuaki

29,980,000

1
2) )

3)
4)
5)

14

2019 4 40 140

This project primarily focused on pronunciation variation in World Englishes

and built 1) a technique of predicting the pronunciation distance between any two English speakers
for the purpose of drawing a pronunciation map, and 2) a bird"s-eye browser of WE pronunciations
with a specific speaker located at the origin of the map. However, it is a fact that two speakers
with different pronunciations can not rarely communicate smoothly with each other. Then, we proposed
3) a technique of predicting when native American listeners misunderstand English spoken with
Japanese accents. Misunderstanding can happen not only due to accents but to other environmental
factors. So, we analyzed 4) what kind of environmental factors easily reduce listening performance
of Japanese listeners, and we proposed a method to improve robustness of their listening. Finally,
we developed 5) prosodic reading tutor for Japanese learners to improve naturalness and
intelligibility of their spoken Japanese.
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