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Political communication research examining the impact of the Internet on
election campaigns is robust in many countires. Most previous studies have been strongly influenced
by the American case. However, countries _have experienced different patterns of online political
development, and Internet election campaigns have unique, country-specific characteristics. Although

there are some comparative studies on Internet election campaigns among several Western
democracies, research examining Asian democracies, especially in conjunction with the US, is rare.
Thus, our primary concern is to examine wheter or not the "Americanization” of elections is
presentin East Asian democracies. In conclusion, a consideration of various contextual factors
points to some reasons for the delay in establishing robust online election campaigns in Japan.
Taiwan iIs moving more rapidly toward the "Americanization of elections™ than Japan or South Korea.
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