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Comprehensive checkup and the planning of the future preservation and practical
use of Bronze Bells and Halberds from Sakuragaoka site (National Treasure)

Shimmura, Masayuki
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Kobe City Museum and Kyushu National Museum have jointly conducted extensive
checkups and analysis of the 21 bronze objects (14 bells and 7 halberds) from Sakuragaoka, Kobe,
Hyogo (National Treasure) found 50 years ago to record their present physical state as thoroughly as
possible so that the information may ensure a better conservation of these objects in the future.
Full-scale replicas of the bronze bell #12 from Sakuragaoka and of a halberd from Minami Hiede site,
Chikuzenmachi, Fukuoka were cast with traditional stone molds and modern inorganic self-hardening
molds. Many technical aspects were clarified through replica-making process, and_the advanced level
of production during the Yayoi period fully ascertained. These replicas are now incorporated into a
museum educational kit of Kyushu National Museum as hands-on objects, and they let school Kids feel
the metallic texture and weight of the original pieces.
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