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A religious studies examination of the Allied Powers treatment of Asia:
re-examining documents in overseas Public Record Offices and National Archives
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This joint research project by scholars from religious studies and sociology
focused on the defeat in the Pacific War, the processes of occupation reform, and postwar
developments in Asia. Scholars investigated official documents in Japan and from overseas (US, UK,
Korea, Russia, Indonesia, the Netherlands). A significant difference in the policies of the Allied
Powers towards the Emperor system and Japanese religions was found. Factors surrounding the
difficulties and confusion faced in defining and implementing occupation policy were clarified.
Moreover, compared to the mainland"s war experiences and postwar reconstruction, Allied Powers
handling of Okinawa and Amami archipelagos differed. Furthermore, the forgotten history of issues
people faced in the collection of the remains of war dead soldiers, and the existence of a Japanese
(soldier) cemetery in Australia was rediscovered. These postwar processes can be said to be the root
of the various dispositions of nationalism today.
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