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The new study on formation of the archive of the Kanze family and the history of
Noh during the Muromachi period

Matsuoka, Shimpei
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1509-1584

The Kanze Bunko Library holds some of the most important documents related
to the Noh theater. Over the course of our research, we have investigated these documents, and
completed the basic manuscript of these document lists, and expanded the online digital archive (“
Kanze Archive” ), which provides access to a variety of images and explanatory notes. The archive
has allowd us to make great progress in researching the history of Noh during the Muromachi period.
In particular, our research has focused on elucidating the role that Kanze Sosetsu (1509-1584, the
7th head of the Kanze school) achieved.
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