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In developin? the framework of Precedence-free Phonology, this project
investigated (i) word-internal phonological properties (what are the category types employed when
human beings produce and perceive speech sounds, and how do these categories interact) and (ii) the
phonetic externalisation processes of those properties. The results of the project clarified that
(i) humans employ hierarchical structure which is constructed by asymmetrically and recursively
merging monovalent phonological categories called * elements’ and that (ii) asymmetric relations
in the structure, together with modulation of the carrier signal, are mapped onto the resulting

acoustic output.
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