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This study claims that explicit instruction (El) with explicit error
correction (EEC) can be effective for acquiring linguistic items which mainly convey lexical
meaning, and have not been taught enough. On the other hand, El with EEC cannot be effective for
linguistic items which mainly convey formal grammatical functions, which are already well known to
the learners. The study also claims that EI with EEC are more effective for those learners whose
general second language proficiency levels are high. We support these assumptions by presenting
three experiments concerning the acquisition of English sentential subjects and grammatical
morphemes by Japanese adult learners of English.
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