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Basic Study of Jomon Culture on the Coast of Funkawan (Volcano Bay), Hokkaido
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Funka Bay in southern Hokkaido is one of the regions in Japan well known
for its abundance of shell mounds, and it has been serving as a center of shell mound study since
the 1950s. The results of research over the past six decades and state-of-the-art analyses of
findings from recent excavations conducted with new perspectives allow us to reconstruct the past
environmental transitions and activities of the people of the region.

This study presents the composition ratios of animal species on a period-to-period basis, based on
the data compiled from the archaeological sites in Funka Bay and the analytical results of samples
from small-scale excavations of the shell strata of Wakkaoi site, Date City, and Etomo site, Muroran
City. This is a detailed model of an environmental transition of the region during the period of

climate change including the Jomon transgression and regression.
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