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We carried out empirical researches on cultural confrontations in
courtrooms in Japan, Taiwan, and Belgium. With the world being globalized rapidly, foreign travelers
and immigrants have come to appear more frequently in a courtroom as defendants, accused or
witnesses. We analyzed what cultural differences among the actors (especially legal professions and
accused foreigners) impinge on the legitimacy of the judiciary and legal system as a whole.

What we found is (1) most legal professions are unconscious and insensitive about the cultural
confrontations in a courtroom because they only look to legal frameworks that absorb and reduce
complex matters stemming from cultural differences into the legalistic formulae, and (2) the
cultural confrontations are, therefore, repressed and made invisible which contribute cyclically to
the unconsciousness and insensitivity of the judiciary.
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