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The Relationship Between Foreign Language Ability and the Foreign Language Side
Effect: Are the Amounts of Reduction in Thinking Ability ldentical When the
Foreign Language Abilities are ldentical?
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"Foreign language side effect (FOLSE)" refers to temporary decline of
thinking ability while one is using a second language, in which he/she is not so proficient as in
his/her own native language. Theoretically, the magnitude of FoLSE should reduce as the the second
language ability improves. We investigated Japanese native speakers to see the relation between the
magnitude of FOLSE and the performance in ordinary English tests, and found that the predicted
negative correlation was virtually absent. This finding suggests that the performance in the
ordinary English tests may not accurately reflect the ability of thinking while using English.
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