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First, our field survey provided insights into the positive or limited roles
the US states played for the foundation of pu%lic research universities. In particular, the states
played a role in maintaining a framework for the size and scope of these research universities,
while the financial support was seen as a function where the federal government played a major role.
Second, by examining the macrostructure and factors of functional differentiation in California,
using data such as IPEDS, the actual states of functional differentiation regarding the scale,
scope, education-research environment, and economic basis of higher education institutions were
revealed. Third, by analyzing the historical development of research universities, the
context-dependence of functional differentiation among the public higher education sectors in
several states was clarified. Fourth, we examined the advanced statistical analysis needed to carry

out this study and explored its applicability.
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