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About one third of proteins function as protein complexes. Imbalances in the
stoichiometry of subunits constituting protein complexes sometimes cause harmful effects on
cellular functions. In this study, using budding yeast, we revealed a mechanism to avoid
stoichiometry imbalances in protein complexes. We identified several proteins whose expressions were
not increased as expected when their gene copy numbers were artificially increased. The buffering
of protein expression was performed through active degradation of excess proteins by the
ubiquitin-proteasome system.
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