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The role of fish in ancient farming society: Establishment of fish culture in
East Asia

Nakajima, Tsuneo
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Cyprinid fish remains are excavated in large quantities from the western
part of Japanese Archipelago to the basin of Yangtze. In this project, to clarify the relationship
of rice cultivation and freshwater fisher% during the shift to agricultural society, we examined a
detailed analysis of fish remains and fishing gear. People who forced the conversion of food
resources in the post-glacial period, found fish that came to lay eggs in the water ecotone, and
began to use the resources of the water front, including fish and wild rice. And a set of fishery
and gat hering of rice was established and then carp forming and rice cultivation developed.
Technique for controlling the water associated with carp farming were diverted to paddy rice
cultivation. Net fishing technology was developed in the set of fishery and rice cultivation in the
Jiangsu plain and the Yangtze River basin spread to Henan and Shandong independently of the rice
cultivation.
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