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Reconstruction and Integration of Researches into Dunhuang Turfan Texts through
Multilingual Comparative Analyses
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This project surveyed multilingual source materials from Dunhuang (Gansu,
PRC) and Turfan (Xinjiang, PRC), to investigate the various historical aspects (multilingual and
multicultural exchanges, frictions or intergration) in thosee regions from the seventh to the
fourteenth centuries.
The prior task was the fieldwork at the Dunhuang Buddhist grottoes to decipher and revise
philological editions of the wall inscriptions (Old Uigur = Old Turkic, Middle Mongolian, Sanskrit,
Tocharian, Tibetan, Tangut = Xixia, Chinese). The result was published as the volume "Multilingual
Source Materials of the Dunhuang Grottoes™ (ed. D. Matsui & Sh. Arakawa, Tokyo Univ. of Foreign
Studies, Fuchu (Tokyo), 2017, 521p). The volume provides the solid philological data of the
inscriptions, to demonstrate that various ethnic groups visited and left for Buddhist pilgrimages
and then exchanged their cultural elements across languages and religions.
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