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The Origins of Dilmun: Archaeological Excavations of Burial Mounds in Bahrain
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Dikumun is a kingdom mentioned in the ancient Mesopotamian texts. This
kingdom monopolized the gulf trade between Mesopotamia, Magan and Meluhha and flourished in the
early 2nd Millennium BC. Dilmun is currently identied with modern Bahrain however this island was
sparsely occupied between 4000 BC and 2200 BC. As a result, it has been argued that a large
population immigrated to Bahrain around 2200 BC. The aim of this research is to consider questions
regarding the origin of the Dilmunites through a comparative study of the burial traditions in
Bahrain and neighbouring regions. In this project, Wadi as Sail, the oldest Dilmuinite burial mound
field in Bahrain, was intensively researched. Our research revealed that the Dilmunites probably
originated from Amorite pastoral nomads who dwelt in the northern deserts of West Asia.
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