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The purpose of this study is to propose fundamental framework for
evaluating the impacts of Fair Trade, including direct and indirect ones, and positive and negative
ones as well as economic and social ones. The final purpose of Fair Trade is to behave as
self-reliant player in terms of not only economic, but also social and political spheres.

Consumers of Fair Trade commodities are keen to know the effect of their support by purchasin?.
Fair Trade market is rapidly growing, but the size is not sufficient to meet demands of marginalized
people in the Global South. Accordingly, it is required to analyze and to inform consumers of what
kind of impacts and what extents Fair Trade cause. Although there are many case studies on Fair

Trade impacts, it is very difficult to compare them because of lack of a common framework for
analyzing. This paper aims at creating a common framework. Five Capitals approach is helpful for
this purpose.
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