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Research on design of clinical trials where competing risks should be taken into
account to evaluate time to event data
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In clinical trials, there is a problem of competing risks. Longitudinal data
often suffer from missing due to several reasons. We treated such reasons as competing risks to
data to be observed, and considered a trial design and methods for evaluation. We improved
conventional method of evaluation by introducing a new concept of beneficial effect for patients,
and reported the results at international conferences. For hospitalized patients, the reason of
discharge from hospital is not always due to improved condition. Some are worsening, and others are
death. These reasons are competing risks. We considered an appropriate analysis to explore the
association between intensity of nursing care needs indexes and cause-specific discharge from
hospital taking the competing risks into account and reported the results at international
conferences.
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