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Cognitive tasks have been given to zoo primates in Kyoto City Zoo. This is
not only for comparative cognitive studies, but cognitive enrichment for participants. Tasks were
serial learning and working memory task with Arabic numerals. Three gorillas and other zoo primates
participated in this study. Among participants, a three-year-old male gorilla infant learned more
rapidly than others and acquired a sequence from 1 to 12 in one year. It started to learn a "masking

memory task'. When the subject touched 1, the remaining numerals were masked with checkered
squares. The gorilla infant was able to choose the correct sequence from 1 to 5. Its performance in
not above chance level, but he can choose correct sequence in 80% of trials. He stepped up to 1 to 6
sequence. In every step, he start from low-level performance and then acquired higher level by
learning. These results suggest the gorilla infant did not see the whole sequence from the
beginning, but learned to see them.
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