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Since 2000s, Tanzania has implemented wildlife management areas (WMAS),
new wildlife policy, following the principles of community-based natural resource management (CBNRM)
as a means of reducing poverty in rural communities through delegation of authority and tourism
benefit sharing. WMA is an area of communal land set aside exclusively as habitat for wildlife by
member villages.

This paper examines what kind of impact has been brought about by WMA on member villages for 10
years since establishment. The research was conducted in IKONA WMA, which is considered as the best
practice because of it’ s extra big income, US$500,000, among WMAs. Despite the continuous annual
increase of the income, 4 challenges are pointed out in IKONA; 1) lengthy and costly establishment
process, 2) reduction of tourism benefit, 3) vulnerable governance, and 4) hardship of changing the
land use plan. Ultimately, | argue that a WMA works as a tool of land grabbing.
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