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We investigated taste information processing mechanism of brain,
particularly on the inhibition of bitter taste by Na salts. The results showed that application of
NaCl on the unilateral side of the tongue reduced the bitterness of quinine applied on the
contralateral side, indicating the inhibition of bitterness occurs, at least in part, in the
information processing mechanism of the brain. We also found that Na-gluconate is less salty than
NaCl, while both reduced the bitterness of bitter melon by a similar degree, indicating that salty
taste is not solely due to Na, and that the underlying mechanism of inhibition of bitterness by Na
salt is complicated.
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