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Study to set reference value of nasalance scores to diagnose velopharyngeal
inferction of eldery patients

Gomi, Akinori
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Nasalance scores (NS) are available for evaluation of velopharyngeal
closure, however there is no detail data of NS of the eldery. The purpose of this study Is to
investigate necessary conditions for setting standard NS of eldery patients.

NS of nine normal eldery persons were measured with pronouciation samples; vowels, consonants,
low-pressure sentences "Youi wa ooi", and high-pressure sentences "Kitsutsuki ga ki wo tsutsuku".
Avelage values of mean-NS of main samples were as below; /a/ 25% /i/ 41%, low-pressure sentences 23
% high-pressure sentences 23%. The avelage of max-NS of low-pressure sentences was 52%, and that of
high pressure was 70%. Compared with past studies of NS, the scores of low- and high-pressure
sentences of the eldery were higher than those of the young presons. Based on these results,
standard NS limited to eldery persons seems to be necessary.
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