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This research project was initially designed to explore the livelihood of
the Sama-Bajau migrants in Davao City, Philippines, particularly focusing on their recent
participation in the urban market as vendors and their recent acceptance of Pentecostal
Christianity. However, as the research site burnt down in April 2014 just before this research
project began, we had to reframe the project, and eventually carried out the two researches as
follows: 1) recording the process in which the Sama-Bajau rebuilt their communities in new sites,
paying special attention to their economic and religious activities; 2) collaborating with the
people to verify, retell and update the oral life histories that we had collected since the late
1990s. Although details have yet to be studied, the data collected show that their life in Davao
City for the past two decades could be considered as a social process in which "they have come to be

recognized as minority"” in the larger society.
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