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1) We marshaled basic information ethics material related to the problems of
privacy and autonomy, and updated the information ethics textbook we previously published for
university students to reflect recent social and technological developments. 2) We summarized the
history of information ethics. 3) We overviewed theories on privacy and autonomy in ethics and
philosophy. Using these works as our basis, we considered the latest problems, such as 4) the
possibility of the manipulation of public opinion by social media and 5) the influence of search
engine algorithms, which arrange search results, to the users® decisions. 6) The principal
researcher published a book entitled _Information Ethics: Technology, Privacy, and Copyright_ as
part of this project”s research results, and received an honorable mention in the Telecom Social
Sciences Award from the Telecommunications Advancement Foundation, Japan.
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