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A Study of Japanese Ritsukan (Pitch Pipes)
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Ritsukan are a type of pitch pipe invented in pre-Qin period China and
introduced to Japan during the Nara period. This study examines the background and current state of
the instrument. | have measured 7 ritsukan held by 5 Japanese museums, with the following results:
(1) the measurements are similar, so their pitches likely do not differ significantly; and (2) some
doubt exists whether these ritsukan were produced using the sanbun-son’ eki (Pythagorean
temperament) method. Further research is required to clarify the relationship of Japanese ritsukan
and gakuritsugaku, the theory of musical pitches thought to be their antecedent.
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