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Solo pieces for lute _biwa_ in old notations: "Reproducing™ a lost performance
practice

Nelson, Steven G.
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This research represents an attempt to evaluate the lost repertory of tuning
pieces (_kakiawase_ ) and modal preludes (_te_) for solo performance on the lute _biwa_ of ancient
to medieval Japan. Notation in surviving scores was deciphered and transnotated into staff notation.
With the cooperation of the _biwa_ player NAKAMURA Kahoru, several stage performances were mounted,
and recordings made of representative pieces, including the four that gained prominence as "secret
pieces” in the medieval period. The tuning pieces display many phrases with repeated striking of the
main tones (tonic and dominant) of the mode; some in modes with a major third degree demonstrate a
distinctive shift in modal usage, with sharpening of the fourth and seventh. The modal preludes, in
contrast, appear to retain their original (Tang Chinese) musical language, with no significant

change in modal usage.
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01 0 40
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a A-c-e-a
04 0 50
05 1 25
06 1 55
b G-A-d-g
07 1 40
08 1 10
09 2 10
10 1 32
11 3 25
12 1 22
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c E-B-e-a
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