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Exhibitions of Japanese Antiquities in the United States during the early Cold
War
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In this study, | focused on three Japanese art exhibitions held early in the
Cold War in the United States, namely, “ A Survey of Japanese Art” at the Seattle Art Museum in
1949, “ Art Treasures from Japan” at the M. H. de Young Museum in San Francisco in 1951, and “
Exhibition of Japanese Painting and Sculpture,” which traveled to five prominent American museums
in 1953. | analyzed the historical context of these exhibitions, the works of art exhibited, and the
ensuing critical responses in the U.S. This comparative analysis revealed how American reviewers
made important critical distinctions between Japanese art and Chinese art, which strongly reflected
U.S.-Japan Cold War diplomatic relations and governmental efforts to contain communism.
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(Alan Priest, “An
Exhibition of Japanese Painting and
Sculpture,” Artibus Asiae, vol.16, no.1/2, 1953,
p.122 ; Alan Priest, “A Note on Japanese
Painting,” Metropolitan Museum of Art Bulletin,
vol.11, no.8, Apr. 1953, p.201-202.)
2

3 ”»”

abstraction

(Howard Devree, “Treasure of Japan,
Sheer Beauty Dominates Metropolitan Show,”
New York Times, Mar. 29, 1953.)
abstract

suggestive
(Sherman E. Lee, “The Creative Art of Japan,”
Art Institute of Chicago Quarterly, vol.47, no,3,
Sep. 1, 1953, p.52.)
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