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This study examined the Victorian reception of Walter Scott’ s Waverley
novels and explored the cultural role of the historical novel in the 19th-century Britain. It first
demonstrated the ubiquity of Scott’ s works in Victorian society by listing the collected editions
of the Waverley novels. Their paratexts such as lists of events and characters were also considered
in terms of the educational value of the historical novel.

The pedagogical usefulness of the genre is further explored through the analysis of the prevailing
use of Scott materials in Victorian school texts. The limited number of the works chosen for class
study as well as ‘ unliterary’ assignments attached to the text explains negative perceptions of
Scott’ s works during later periods. The formal closeness of history textbooks to the historical
novel could similarly undermine the genre’ s literary value. Meanwhile, Scott literary tourism well
illustrates the generic feature and cultural force of the historical novel.
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