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A Contrastive Analysis of Politeness of Sign Expressions in Japanese and German

Nishijima, Yoshinori
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i i i The aim of this research is (1) to collect functionally equivalent sign
expressions in public spaces in Japanese and German, and (2) to compare them with respect to

politeness to reveal whether and how politeness is formulated in sign expressions in each language
in relation to explicitness. Based on the findings, it is pointed out that each language has its

preferred styles of politeness, even for sign expressions, which are expected to give relevant
information or instructions to passengers in a clear, direct manner.
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