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The project investigated the syntactic properties of tense in both Adult and

Child languages in Japanese and other languages. We focussed on the Root Infinitive stage that very
young children speaking European languages such as Dutch, French, and German produce at around age
2, and proposed, based on the descriptive and theoretidal study, that there is a Root Infinitive
Analogue stage in Japanese and some Asian languages such as Chinese, Hindi,and Korean. We argued
that the mimetics and "Verb stem + ta" form are the surrogate infinitive form in Japanese and
those early verbs are associated with the properties specifically found in European Root
Infinitives. Furthermore, we analyzed the intermediate stage of language acquisition under the
Minimalist theory, and proposed that the Root Infinitive Stage is the stage where the merge, part of
Universal Gramamr, is availble, though labeling is still in undercostruction.
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