©
2014 2017

A Corpus-based Diachronic Study of Word Pairs from Early Middle English To Early
Modern English

Tani, Akinobu

3,000,000

Helsinki Corpus 1150-1750
A and B 1150-1350

1350-1710

This study examined word pairs gWPs) in the form of "A and B" from early
Middle English (ME) through late ME to early Modern English (ModE), using the Helsinki Corpus. The
main results are the following: (1) it was difficult to discern the relation between genres from
early ME to late ME and ModE because of lexical reorganization in ME and skewed genres in early ME
while the use of WPs in late ME and early ModE was found to be similar; (2) WPs were found to be
correlated with genres in late ME and early ModE concerning their frequency and etymological makeup.
Legal and administrative documents shows highest frequency of WPs especially with etymological
makeup of OF (Old French) + OF while scientific documents show little use. Bible and its related
ggcwgents show frequency between two aforementioned genres with highest rate of OE (native word) +
S.
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answer and say
meat and drink
soul

man and woman  wit and wisdom

lordes sp~uelx and temporelx

espirituelx et tenporelx
lord

lands and tenements

terres et tenementz
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Wherfor the King oure Sov~ayn Lord by
thadvyce and assent of the lordes sp~uelx
and temporelx and the Co~mens of this
p~sent parliament assembled and by

and egablissheth that... (CMLAW)
Mony diueris thyngis now here es, / Off
bestis and foulis bathe wylde and tame; /
+Get is nan made to +ti liknes / But we
alone - A, louyd by +ti name.

(CMYORK)

(N advice and

assent spiritual and temporal

3 enact ordain and establish

2

beasts and

fowls wild and tame

M

(lordes) sp~uelx and temporelx

lordes “lords”
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Official
letter 24.66
Law 23.13
Preface 19.84
Document 13.65
Philosophy 13.54
Fiction 10.36
Handbook,
other 9.08
Mystery 8.81
play
Deposition 8.12
Homily 7.14
Biography, 681

saints lives

History 6.58

Romance 6.29
Bible 6.27
Private
letter 4.72
Sermon 4.08
Religious
trea?i * 403
Rule 3.75
Hodk
Travelogue 0.54
Science,
medicine 03
Handbook,
medicine 0
7.17
Burnley (1986) curial style
OE
OF
OE+ OF+ OE+ OF+
OE OF OF OE
BIBLE 72.1 9.5 6.8 9.5
HOMILY 59.6 9.6 7.7 7.7
DRAMA 56.5 12.4 9 9
MYST
ROMANC 55.8 9.2 16.7 10.8
E
HANDB 54.2 25 16.7 4.2
ASTRONO
MY
REL 52.4 17.8 12.4 11.7
TREAT
BIOGR 50 154 11.5 23.1
LIFE
SAINT
RULE 48.1 25.9 14.8 3.7




SERMON

37.6

21.7

17.8

18.5

N
LET PRIV 37 14.1 15.2 28.3 answer and say 41  (BIBLE26)
;Igiﬁ)? i:j z:g ;z; gs spiritual and temporal 26 (LAW 15)
- - - - lands and tenements 24 (LAW 14/DOCU?
PROC 25 37.5 25 12.5 -
DEPOS mayor and commonality 19 (DOCUM 18)
HANDB 238 371 248 95 mayor and alderman 16 (DOCUM 13)
OTHER father and mother 15 (BIBLE®6)
LET 184 | 388 [284 |95 mayor and citizen 13 (DOCUM 13)
NON-PRIV body and soul 13 (RELTREAT 5/R
PREFACE/ | 154 | 407 |203 |203 day and night 12 (BIBLE 5/SERMC
EPIL night and day 11 (DRAMA MYST
PHILOSOP | 11.7 38 25.1 205 heaven and earth 11 (BIBLE5/DRAM.
HY God and man 10  (SERMON 6)
DOCUM 9.3 50.7 | 20.4 15.9 gold and silver 0 (AW S)
IéégNCE 25 sz; ;2; 2'2 wit and feel 10__(RELTREAT 10)
MEDICINE Dean and Chapter 10 (DOCUM 9)
TRAVELO |0 333 333 333 slay and murder 10  (LET NON-PRIV
GUE answer and
31.8 30.6 18.1 14 )
say day and night
(1) day and night  heaven and earth
2
@ (LAW) (DOCUM)
lands and tenements  mayor and commonality
(LET Priv) (LET NON-PRIV)
(formality)

10

Text Type %
BIBLE 68.7
LAW 63.1
PROC DEPOS 62.5
DOCUM 52.1
HANDB
OTHER 467
LET
NON-PRIV 44.3
HANDB 417
ASTRONOMY )
DRAMA MYST 40.7
RULE 37
ROMANCE 35.8
REL TREAT 31.4
HOMILY 30.8




succor and help

help and succor

draw and hang

hang and draw

ordain and
establish

establish  and
ordain

good and evil

evil and good

preserve  and keep and
keep preserve
might and power and
power might

day and night

10
answer and say 41
spiritual and temporal 26
land and tenement 24
mayor and commonality | 19
mayor and alderman 16
father and mother 15
body and soul 13 1
mayor and citizen 13
day and night 12 11
lord and king 11 1
heaven and earth 11 1
wit and feel 11
meat and drink 10
gold and silver 10 4
slay and murder 10
god and man 10
dean and chapitier 10

BIOGR LIFE

SAINT 30.8

HISTORY 29.1

LET PRIV 26.1

SERMON 20.4

PREFACE/EPIL 20.3

FICTION 18

PHILOSOPHY 15.8

37.8
2855
1117 39.1%
92
4
# #

body and soul 13 soul and body 1
day and night 12 night and day 11
heaven and | 11 earth and | 1
earth heaven
lord and king 11 king and lord 1
gold and silver | 10 silver and gold 4
manner and | 9 form and | 2
form manner
honour and | 9 worship and |1
worship honour
more and less 8 less and more 5
advice and | 8 assent and | 1
assent advice
statutes and | 8 ordinances and | 1
ordinances statutes
weight and | 6 measure  and | 3
measure weight
falseness and | 5 deceit and | 1
deceit falseness




binomials Conference Handbook 35
( ) (2017/11), pp.206-211.

TANI, Akinobu. “Caxton’s Use of binomials for
printing or translation?” 18" International
Conference on English Historical Linguistics.
University of Leuven (Belgium), 2014/7/16.

binomials
2017/11/18

TANABE Harumi, KANO Koichi, John
SCAHILL IKEGAMI Keiko, TANI Akinobu
and Others. Linguistic Variation in the
Ancrene Wisse, Katherine Group and
Wooing Group. Peter Lang, Berlin. pp.
197. (TANI “Lexical Variation
in the Four Major Manuscripts of Ancrene
Wisse: With Special Reference to the Nero
Manuscript.” pp.137-159)

o

TANI, Akinobu



